Above approximately 1,500 meters, in most of the species' range, the Black Chachalaca is either the only member of its family present or is sympatric with the Horned Guan (Oreophasis derbianus). Interspecific actions involving the chachalaca and this guan apparently have not been reported, and such' relations may be minimal since the latter species is usually low in numbers.
appears to be about 1,200 meters, but in that country as well as in the other four where it occurs, widespread deforestation above this elevation now often may determine the altitudinal extent of its distribution.
Above approximately 1,500 meters, in most of the species' range, the Black Chachalaca is either the only member of its family present or is sympatric with the Horned Guan (Oreophasis derbianus). Interspecific actions involving the chachalaca and this guan apparently have not been reported, and such' relations may be minimal since the latter species is usually low in numbers.
When I studied the Horned Guan in early 1965 at E1 Triunfo (elevation 1,850 meters), municipio Angel Albino Corzo, in the central Sierra Madre de Chiapas, M•xico, I noted the Black Chachalacas (presumably of the race P. n. nigra) in moderate numbers. They usually kept within the heavy forest, most often being encountered on the steep slopes and narrow floors of valleys and ravines. They were more often heard than seen.
It was not unusual to record five or six individuals in several hours of field work, and occasionally groups of three or four birds were observed. Most were in trees about 5 to 25 meters above ground where they moved with agility from one branch to another. Although I did not sight one on the ground, several were discovered low in trees and had very likely just ascended from the forest floor. About E1 Triunfo the Black Chachalacas were subject to some hunting pressure from the few residents, and often were rather wary. When disturbed they disappeared rapidly, either moving noiselessly among the branches of the trees or flying with an audible rush of wings. Their wraithlike departure was aided by the dense foliage of the broadleaf forest, and particularly the many epiphytes that afforded good concealment. Occasionally, however, individuals would remain motionless in a tree for a brief time while under observation, or, if they were feeding, would continue to move slowly and deliberately about. On several mornings from one to three birds came to feed on fruits about 10 or 12 meters above the ground in a medium-sized tree at the edge of the clearing where camp was located. They remained there even when approached fairly dosely by several observers.
The characteristic, high-pitched, rising whistle of the Black Chachalacas was a familiar sound at E1 Triunfo daily from as early as first light to late afternoon. As D. R. Dickey and A. J. van Rossem (Field Mus. Nat. Hist., Zool. Set., 23: 144, 1938) noted in E1 Salvador, these calls would often be answered by birds in other ravines. My imitation of this humanlike whistle occasionally elicited a response. In E1 Salvador, Dickey and van Rossem described the male Black Chachalaca's "curious, whirring rattle" in flight, as sounding "very much like a policeman's rattle . . .
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given on a descending scale." At E1 Triunfo I was not able to observe a chachalaca while it gave this sound, which was heard infrequently.
However, rather than resembling a rattle, it seemed in quality to agree more closely with the sound described for the species by Salvin and Godman (Biologia Centrail-Americana, vol. 3, 1897-1904: see p. 278) as "a sort of crashing or rushing noise, like that produced by a falling tree."
A family living on the southwest slope of Volc/•n Tajumulco in Guatemala had found two downy young Black Chachalacas (Figure 1) in the forest about five days before I arrived. I judged them to be slightly more than a week old. Apparently this plumage of Penelopina has not been described. Unfortunately, I was not able to secure the two chicks, so the following description is from notes and color photographs. As well as can be determined from this evidence, these birds had the forehead, median crown, and occip. 
